
CONFERENCE  HIGHL IGHTS

2019 New Shape Forum: 
Weapons Governance
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The Geneva Disarmament Platform and the Global Challenges Foundation hosted the 2019 New
Shape Forum on Weapons Governance in Geneva on 30 September and 1 October 2019. 
 
The event introduced the concept of weapons governance as means of considering disarmament,
arms control, non-proliferation and international humanitarian law in an integrated way, as a subset
of global governance. The New Shape Forum aimed to bring in tools and approaches from other
areas of global governance to examine if and how they might be applied in the disarmament and
international security sphere. 
 
Weapons governance is a key component of global governance and historically has made a
significant contribution to strengthening international peace and security, managing global risks, and
reducing the harmful consequences of armed conflict. But traditional arms control and disarmament
regimes are under stress, agreements and treaties are unraveling, and progress on new agreements
is increasingly blocked. Moreover, new risks, many driven by technologies, are emerging.
 
To tackle these challenges, the New Shape Forum gathered an eclectic group of participants from a
range of fields including artificial intelligence, public health, astrodynamics, biotechnology, climate
change, and finance, as well as disarmament diplomats and civil society representatives working on
disarmament issues.
 



 
 
What happened at the New Shape Forum?
 

Videos of the main sessions are available
on Youtube. Scan the QR code to watch
the videos and catch up on the
discussions.
#WeaponsGovernance #2019NSF

 
Keynote address: 
Driving change through inclusion and
collaboration, a peace builder's perspective
 
In her keynote address, Leymah Gbowee (2011 Nobel
Peace laureate) emphasized the need to give weapons
governance a "human face" by keeping it connected
with the experience, needs and security or ordinary
people, rather than letting it remain an abstract political
game for governments, analysts and generals.
 
Group discussions: 
Improving weapons governance
 
Participants were split into five working groups to discuss
how these ideas and approaches might be combined
with the existing mechanisms to improve weapons
governance. Each of the five groups discussed a different
aspect: delegation, distribution and coordination; inclusion
and agency of non-state actors; data and monitoring; soft
law, standards and codes; and forecasting and adaptation.
The groups produced a wealth of wide-ranging ideas
and  suggestions, as well as identifying  problems and
obstacles.
 

 
During this moderated discussion, Gilles Carbonier
(ICRC), Angela Kane (former UN Representative for
Disarmament) and Eric Borremans (Pictet Asset
Management) reviewed the history of weapons
governance efforts since 1945 and examined current
challenges and setbacks. 
They discussed how the significant progress made with
multilateral disarmament and IHL treaties in the last 70
years was under threat and starting to unravel, as we face
a situation that was "multipolarity without
multilateralism".
 

 
Opening plenary:
Taking stock of achievements, challenges and
opportunities

Governance stories: 
Drawing on lessons from other fields

Harjeet Singh (ActionAid International) spoke about
civic and private sector roles in climate governance. 
Sulzhan Bali examined lessons from global health
governance for health security.
Niek Savelkoul (iGEM) discussed safeguarding the
future of biotechnology. 
Robert Trafford (Forensic Architecture) presented the
applications of machine learning in monitoring and
verification.
Moriba Jah (University of Texas) introduced
techniques for developing space situational awareness.
Alejandra Quevedo (FATF Latin America) spoke about
standards-based governance and peer review
mechanisms in combating money laundering and
terrorist financing. 
Daniel Faggella (Emerj Artificial Intelligence Research)
examined critical dual-use applications and trends of
artificial intelligence.

 
This series of seven pitches on specific governance stories
provided participants the opportunity to hear from tools
and approaches used in other fields. 

 

Closing plenary:
Connecting the dots 
 
The final plenary discussion, moderated by Patricia Lewis
(Chatham House) and Rakesh Sood (Observer Research
Foundation) attempted to draw out the most promising
areas for further development. 
These included developing "citizen science" data
collection and analysis capacities to support
compliance monitoring and verification efforts, developing
networks for collaborative  governance (involving
states, sub-state actors, the private sector and civil
society),  and perhaps most notably, establishing an
"International Panel on Weapons Governance" to
provide independent global data, analysis and assessment
on weapons governance issues.
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To learn more about follow-up activities to further develop
the concept of weapons governance, please contact:
 sofia@globalchallenges.org. 

 
What are the next steps? 


